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Red Line Train Derailments: On October 20, the WMSC released its findings about the Red Line 
train that pulled apart on October 9 leaving passengers stranded for over an hour. The 
Commission concluded that several factors, including an "improperly torqued bolt," led to the 
incident. The Commission also voiced concern that WMAT A improperly handled evidence, such 
as tightening the bolt after the incident but before an inspector's review. The Commission gave 
WMA TA 30 days to implement a policy to communicate to its employees how to respond during 
an investigation. 

On November 24, an eight-car 6000 series train decoupled when departing the Glenmont station 
on the Red Line. There were no injuries resulting from the incident. In response, WMA TA has 
pulled all 6000 series railcars from Metrorail service. There are 128 6000 series railcars in 
Metro's fleet of 1,200 railcars. The 6000 series railcars were first put into Metrorail service in 
2006 and are less than halfway through their 40-year useful life. The WMSC is investigating the 
incident and issued a statement supporting the removal of the 6000 series railcars from service 
until an investigation and inspections are complete. 

Platform Improvement Program: On November 13, WMATA announced a new major Metrorail 
Blue Line closure schedule to accelerate a signal modernization project at the Alexandria Rail 
Yard. The work is ongoing and is planned to be concluded by March 14, 2021. A full two-week 
shutdown occurred between December 21, 2020, and January 1, 2021, with no Blue Line service 
to Van Dorn in Alexandria and Franconia-Springfield in Fairfax County. Shuttle buses replaced 
trains. WMA TA utilized Dedicated Funding for this project. 

While we are living through this unprecedented time, we remain committed to transparency, 
accountability, and safety of WMATA. Thank you for the opportunity to present this update to 
you. As always, should you have any questions or recommendations, please do not hesitate to let 
me know. 
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